Barrie Garden Club Newsletter

Cuttings
February & March 2021

Look for us at: www.barriegardenclub.ca
Written by Kimberly Sturge

Upcoming Zoom
Meetings for our
Garden Club!
7pm on Zoom!
Watch out for the email inviting you to join
us!

February 9th 2021 – Catherine Kenwell
presents her story – Garden of Hearts
from the best-selling book NOT CANCELLED
– published in 2020.
Her book will be available for $20.00 and
$5.00 from each sale will be donated to the
Barrie Garden Club! Details to come!

March 9th 2021 – Dan Cooper presents
Unusual Exotic Flowers of Southeast Asia!
A colourful tour of gardens and jungles in
Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia!
Perfect to warm you on a cold winters
evening!

The Winter Trillium Newsletter from OHA is
now available at this link:
https://gardenontario.org/wpcontent/uploads/2021-winter-trillium.pdf
On page 51 they talk about the benefits of
Gardening which seems to be a perfect solution
for our COVID-19 world… here is just an
excerpt from the article….

Upcoming OHA District 16 Garden Club Events
February 10, 2021 - Talk Dirty - Soil, and the Things Living in It with Sean James
7:30 pm to 9:00 by ZOOM - Collingwood Garden Club - Contact Barbara
Collinson collingwoodgardenclub2015@gmail.com for information or invitation
February 17, 2021 - David Chapman - Wild Weird and Wacky Weather - ZOOM Room open at 7:00 p.m.
meeting starts at 7:30- Wasaga Beach Garden Club - Contact Lila Zeidan
705-427-2483 or email lila.wbgc@gmail.com for information or invitation
February 22, 2021, 7:00PM: Paul Zammit – Lessons from My Travels of Gardens Around the World" Midland
Garden Club Contact Kay Hawkins for information or Invitation khawke3@yahoo.ca
March 10, 2021- Allotment Gardens - with Marianne Lepa, CGC Member
7:30 pm to 9:00 by ZOOM - Collingwood Garden Club - Contact Barbara
Collinson collingwoodgardenclub2015@gmail.com for information or invitation
March 22, 2021, Laura Moon (Wye Nursery Ltd) – What’s new for 2021- 7:00PM:
Midland Garden Club Contact Kay Hawkins for information or Invitation khawke3@yahoo.ca
April 14, 2021 - The Edible Landscape with Ben Caesar, Fiddlehead Nursery, Kimberley, ON 7:30 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. by ZOOM - Collingwood Garden Club - Contact Barbara
Collinson collingwoodgardenclub2015@gmail.com for information or invitation
May 12, 2021 - TBD 7:30 pm to 9:00 by ZOOM - Collingwood Garden Club - Contact Barbara
Collinson collingwoodgardenclub2015@gmail.com for information or invitation
June 9, 2021 - Gardening for the Birds - Kristen Martyn, Wild Birds Unlimited, Barrie
7:30 pm to 9:00 by ZOOM - Collingwood Garden Club - Contact Barbara
Collinson collingwoodgardenclub2015@gmail.com for information or invitation
September 8, 2021 - After the Harvest - Julia Dimakos, The Gardening Girl
IN PERSON at Trinity United Church, 140 Maple Street, Collingwood - 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. OR BY
ZOOM - Collingwood Garden Club - Contact Barbara Collinson collingwoodgardenclub2015@gmail.com for
information or invitation

Some more interesting resources to look at!
Video: Let’s talk Native Plants with Sean James - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jUAJaOb4nYA

https://www.barriegardenclub.ca/uploads/1/2/3/2/123285911/flower_patchfor_bees.pdf

A Beginner's Guide to Forcing Bulbs
From: https://www.bhg.com/gardening/flowers/bulbs/forcing-spring-bulbs/
https://thekitchengarten.com/how-to-force-flower-bulbs/
Last year, before COVID 19 hit, the BGC was scheduled to do a workshop on forcing
tulip bulbs… I was very excited about this as I personally can’t think of anything I
love more than cheerful spring flowers in my house during a dull cold winter, but the
world shut down and the workshop along with it! Learning how to force bulbs indoors
is easy, and it’s an old technique that is still used widely today. From centerpieces
to entryway pops of color, forcing flower bulbs is a fun way to garden indoors and add fragrance and beauty to your
home when winter is at its worse!
Bulbs that grow indoors sometimes need a reminder that they've been through winter—however fake it is. Chill
the bulbs for the recommended time period. The crisper drawer of your refrigerator is just fine for a
handful of bulbs.

Bulb
Amaryllis
Crocus
Daffodil
Grape hyacinth
Hyacinth
Iris
Paperwhites
Tulips

Chill Time (weeks)
None
8-15
2-3
8-15
12-15
13-15
none
10-16

Bloom Time (weeks)
6-8
2-3 * (*after chilling)
2-3*
2-3*
2-3*
2-3*
3-5
2-3*

Forcing Bulbs That Aren't Chilled
Soak the roots of the bulbs in a shallow pan of lukewarm water for a few hours.
Fill a pot with potting soil or garden pebbles; insert the bulbs but leave the top two-thirds exposed.
Gently tamp down the soil or pebbles around the bulbs. Water until damp, then place in a sunny, warm spot.

Choosing a Container for Planting
Any container that is wide enough to hold the bulbs and is several inches deep to accommodate the root system will
work just fine.
Place a drainage hole in the planting container or place a layer of small aquarium gravel or dollar store marbles or
rocks in the bottom so water will drain through the planting medium and into the gravel. We don’t want the bulb to
sit in water continually. Using aquarium gravel as the bottom layer allows the use of unusual containers (use your
imagination!) for forcing spring bulbs.
After placing a layer of aquarium gravel in the bottom of the container, then a layer of planting medium and plant
the flower bulb. Planting medium differs with each flower bulb variety.
Hyacinths and crocuses can be grown in potting soil or a glass of water, as long as the top half of the flower bulb
remains above the water.
Tulips can be planted in potting soil for forcing indoors. If you can’t distinguish the top from the bottom of a tulip
bulb, don’t worry, a tulip bulb will right itself after planting.
Daffodils bulbs should be layered and staggered in a container of potting soil so the blooms will continue for
weeks.

MAINTENANCE
 To prolong blooms once they appear, keep plants out of direct sunlight and away
from drafts and heating vents.
 For potted bulbs, continue to maintain a moist but not soggy soil environment; for
water-grown bulbs, replace water to just below the bottom of the bulb every three
days.
 Generally, no fertilizing is required with forced bulbs, because once the bulbs are
finished blooming, they aren't likely to re-bloom again that year in the spring.
Note** Some flower bulbs (not paper whites) once they have a chance of recovering
will produce new blooms when planted outdoors the following spring but it’s best to
discard the spent bulbs and start with new ones.

How to force tulips in water, indoors!
 Most tulips need between 12-15 weeks of “cold-sleepy” time. This is normally
listed on the bulb package, but each variety can vary. You can buy your bulbs
and then place them in your refrigerator (a garage fridge is a great option)
for this amount of time. Keep them away from apples though, as the gas
emitted from fruit like apples will prevent them from blooming. Always chill
for the recommended time and never less, as this will result in zero blooms.

To start, place a handful or two of glass beads or
pretty stones in your tall glass vase. Arrange the bulbs,
pointed side up, on top of the glass beads.

Place another handful or two of additional
glass beads around the bulbs.

Fill water in the vase to just under the
bottom of the bulbs. You do not want the water to touch the base of the
bulbs.

Place in a room with bright, indirect sunlight and watch the bulbs
grow! Roots will work their way down through the glass beads into the water.
Be sure to water regularly!

The BGC is currently looking for volunteers to join us on the
Executive for 2021. We have 2 positions currently open and need to
fill them asap!
The following is descriptions of the roles we need filled:

Community Ambassador

Mission: Raise the awareness about the Club within the City of Barrie
& promote what it does to beautify the community.
How to do this:
 place Open meeting notices in local papers (**or on-line papers)
 place Special events notices involving BGC in local papers**
 place Special event notices involving BGC in Garden magazines
(ie Garden Making, Ontario Gardener, Birds & Blooms etc.)









invite SNAP newspaper to photograph any special events, as applicable (ie spring seminar, plant
sale)
help prepare articles about the Club’s activities for publication in
OHA newsletter ‘Trillium’
sit as a member on the City of Barrie Community in Blooms committee
& bring back any action items to Board & general members
attend Executive Board meetings (once a month)
attend Open Meetings
liaise with Social Media prime, as necessary to promote Club events
attend D16 & OHA functions, as able

Social Media Prime

How to do this:
 via Facebook/Twitter/ Instagram keep followers informed about
upcoming events & activities to encourage participation
 increase presence of & knowledge about the Club’s activities within the community
 attend Executive Board meetings (once a month)
 attend Open Meetings

liaise with Community Ambassador, as necessary to promote
Club events

attend D16 & OHA functions, as able
If you are interested in either of these positions, or just
want more information about them, please contact Kim
at (705) 722-4692!
We would really love to have you join our team!

2021 BGC Photo Contest
(for Barrie Garden Club Members only)
Yummy Yellows – (Communities in
Bloom garden colour of Hope)
 Perfect Pollinators – anything in the
garden that attracts pollinators!
 Graceful Grasses
 “Well Urned” – Outdoor Planter
pictures

Moss Appeal
 These are a Few of my Favourite Weeds


While comfort food is welcome all year round, in the winter, it’s the ultimate way to combat
darker days and cold weather. A soul-warming soup you can eat for dinner is something you
can never go wrong with!

Cheeseburger in Paradise Soup
https://www.tasteofhome.com

TOTAL TIME: Prep: 30 min. Cook: 25 min. YIELD: 14 servings (about 3-1/2 quarts)
Ingredients
6 medium potatoes, peeled and cubed
1 small carrot, grated
1 small onion, chopped
1/2 cup chopped green pepper
2 tablespoons chopped seeded jalapeno pepper
3 cups water
2 tablespoons plus 2 teaspoons beef bouillon granules
2 garlic cloves, minced
1/8 teaspoon pepper
2 pounds ground beef
1/2-pound sliced fresh mushrooms
2 tablespoons butter
5 cups 2% milk, divided
6 tablespoons all-purpose flour
1 package (16 ounces) Velveeta, cubed
Crumbled cooked bacon
Directions
1. In a Dutch oven, bring the first 9 ingredients to a boil. Reduce heat; cover and simmer for 10-15 minutes or until
potatoes are tender.
2. Meanwhile, in a large skillet, cook beef and mushrooms in butter over medium heat until meat is no longer pink;
drain of grease. Add to soup. Stir in 4 cups milk; heat through.
3. In a small bowl, combine flour and remaining milk until smooth; gradually stir into soup. Bring to a boil; cook and
stir for 2 minutes or until thickened. Reduce heat; stir in cheese until melted. Garnish with bacon.

Caramelized Ham & Swiss Bun
TOTAL TIME: Prep: 25 min. + chilling Bake: 30 min. YIELD: 1 dozen
Ingredients
1 package sweet rolls
Directions
1/2 cup horseradish sauce
1. Arrange bottom halves of rolls in a
3/4-pound sliced deli ham
greased 9x9-in. baking pan. Spread
6 slices Swiss cheese, halved
cut side of roll bottoms with
1/2 cup butter, cubed
horseradish sauce. Layer with ham
2 tablespoons finely chopped onion
and cheese; replace tops.
2 tablespoons brown sugar
2. In a small skillet, heat butter over
1 tablespoon spicy brown mustard
medium-high heat. Add onion; cook
2 teaspoons poppy seeds
and stir 1-2 minutes or until tender.
1-1/2 teaspoons Worcestershire
sauce
Stir in remaining ingredients. Pour
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder
over rolls. Refrigerate, covered,
several hours or overnight.
3. Preheat oven to 350°. Bake,
covered, 25 minutes. Bake,
uncovered, 5-10 minutes longer or
until golden brown.

